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Abstract

Development of “communication gap” between an autism spectrum disorder toddler and his mother in
the “pretend play” in early childhood: Focusing on “refusal” and “denial” behaviors.

TSUJI Ayumi*
*Adjunct Professor at Wako University

Tsuji (2024 ) examined the process through which a child with autism spectrum disorder begins
engaging in “early pretend play.” In the process of the development of “early pretend play,” not only was
the sharing of meaning observed, but also the “communication gap.” This study focused on behaviors
such as “rejection” and “denial,” aiming to clarify the relationship between “early pretend play” and
“communication gap.” The following four findings were obtained: First, behaviors suggesting a
“communication gap,” such as “rejection,” “denial,” “impossibility,” and “absence,” were observed during
the period when “early pretend play” develops. Second, fewer behaviors suggesting “communication
gap” were seen during periods when “attention sharing” had not yet occurred. Third, behaviors of
“rejection” could transform into those based on “attention sharing.” Fourth, it was shown that when
children recognize “differences in intentions” between themselves and others, behaviors of “denial”
increase. Even children with autism spectrum disorder, who are considered to struggle with pretend
play, were found to adjust differences in intention through a “communication gap” and eventually
engage in pretend play.

keywords: autism spectrum disorders, pretend play, communication gap, refusal and denial behavior



